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that its use in the Church can be traced up to the middle of the sixth century. In two ancient MSS. an old collection of hymns and an old psalter, Archbishop Usher found the Te Deum ascribed to St. Nicetius, Bishop of Triers, who, as Stillingfleet, Cave, and the learned in general think, composed this hymn for the use of the Galilean Church. He flourished about A. D. 535, nearly one hundred years after the death of St. Ambrose. From this period the hymn is often mentioned, and the use of it is repeatedly prescribed.
TEMPLE. In the Bible, this title generally refers to that house of prayer which Solomon built in Jerusalem, for the honour and worship of GOD. The name of Temple is now properly used for any church or place of worship set apart for the service ,of Almighty GOD. Thus the services of the Church are frequently introduced by the words, "The LORD is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before HIM." Here, by the word " Temple," allusion is made to the church in which we have met together to offer our prayers and praises to the MOST HIGH.
TEMPLARS, TEMPLERS, OR KNIGHTS or THE TEMPLE. A religious order instituted at Jerusalem, in the beginning of the twelfth century, for the defence of the Holy Sepulchre, and the protection of Christian pilgrims. They were first called The Poor of the Holy City, and aftewards assumed the appellation of Templars, because their house was near the Temple. The order was. founded by Baldwin II., then King of Jerusalem, with the concurrence of the Pope: and the principal articles of their rule were, that they should hear the holy office throughout every day; or that, when their military duties should prevent this, they should supply it by a certain number of paternosters; that they should abstain from flesh four days in the week, and on Fridays from eggs and milk meats; that each knight might have three horses and one squire, and that they should neither hunt nor fowl. After the ruin of Jerusalem, about 1186, they spread themselves through Germany and other countries of Europe, to which they were invited by the liberality of the Christians. In the year 1228 this order acquired stability by being confirmed in the council of Troyes,